
When I joined the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center in 1998, 
it was a quiet and little-known 
historic house museum. Since 
then, we’ve built attendance 
and visibility, inaugurated the 
popular and award-winning 
Salons at Stowe, and initiated 
the Stowe Prize for Writing to 
Advance Social Justice.

2017 may be the Stowe Center’s most momentous 
year yet. And the Center’s work is more important 
than ever. 

Record crowds heard 2017 Stowe Prize winner, 
author and activist Bryan Stevenson share from 
his memoir Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption at the public program and receive 
the Prize at the Big Tent Jubilee. One attendee 
remarked: “Bryan Stevenson … helped me clarify 
issues, structure action and have hope.”

Major interior restoration of the National Historic 
Landmark Stowe House was completed, ensuring 
the author’s life and work will inspire visitors for 
years to come.

Visitors and community members informed 
the new conversation-based Stowe House tour 
launched this year. The Center is a non-traditional 
museum where visitors connect the past to the 
present by discussing 19th century issues that 
resonate today.

As I step down in May 2018, I know the Stowe 
Center is well positioned for the future. I have 
confidence that a new leader, working with the 
dedicated staff and Board of Trustees, will guide 
the Center to even greater achievements.

As Stowe Center members, donors and funders, 
you can be proud of your part in the Center’s 
development and impact. I rely on you to join me in 
continuing to support the Stowe Center, ensuring 
it remains meaningful and relevant and inspires 
action for positive social change.

Katherine D. Kane
Executive Director

mission:
Inspiring commitment 
to social justice and 
positive change
Preserving and 

interpreting Stowe’s  
home and the Center’s 

historic collections
Promoting vibrant 

discussion of her life 
and work

77 Forest Street, Hartford, CT 06105 • 860.522.9258 
Info@StoweCenter.org

Visit our new website!
HarrietBeecherStowe.org

In June local, state and federal officials  
and Stowe Center supporters gathered to 
celebrate the Grand Re-Opening of the 
National Historic Landmark Stowe House. 
The event marked the launch of a new 
interactive tour and completion of a multi-
year interior preservation project. 

*Term completed in 2017
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“The tour is set up as an open dialogue 
between guests and guide and prompts 
thought-provoking discussion which 
we are in dire need of in this country.”  

Harriet Beecher Stowe CenterHarriet Beecher Stowe Center



Stowe Center Funders
Members, donors and Aetna; Assured Guaranty; Bank of America; Bank of America Charitable Foundation, Inc.; Barnes Group Foundation; Bartlett Brainard Eacott Inc.; The Bay and Paul Foundations; Chubb; 
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development; Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, Office of the Arts and State Historic Preservation Office through 
Connecticut’s Historic Restoration Fund and the Community Investment Act of the State of Connecticut; Connecticut Public Broadcasting Network; Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation; Conning; CT 
Humanities; Day Pitney LLP; Elizabeth Carse Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee; Ensworth Charitable Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee; Evelyn W. Preston Memorial Fund, Bank of America, 
N.A., Trustee; Eversource Energy; Fiduciary Investment Advisors; Greater Hartford Arts Council’s United Arts Campaign; Hartford Foundation for Public Giving; Hartford Flavor Company; Maximilian E. & Marion 
O. Hoffman Foundation, Inc.; Institute of Museum and Library Services; Jewelers Mutual; George A. and Grace L. Long Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Co-Trustee; Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic 
Interiors of the National Trust for Historic Preservation; William and Alice Mortensen Foundation; National Endowment for the Humanities; Pratt & Whitney; Premier Accounting Group; Pue, Chick, Leibowitz 
& Blezard LLC; Pullman & Comley LLC; Robinson + Cole LLP; Stockman Family Foundation; The Goodwin Hotel; The Hartford; The Hartford Courant; The Village for Families & Children; Travelers; United 
Technologies; Voya Financial; Wiggin and Dana LLP; William Beecher Scoville Foundation; William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund; Willis Towers Watson.

Partner Organizations
Amistad Center for Art & Culture
Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association
Blue Star Museums
Capital Community College
Capital Region Education Council
Community Partners in Action  
Connecticut Explored      
Connecticut’s Historic Gardens
The Discovery Center 
Greater Hartford Arts Council
 

Hartford Blooms
Hartford Performs
Hartford Public High School  
	 Law & Government Academy
Hartford Symphony
Immanuel Congregational Church
iQuilt Project
The Mark Twain House & Museum
Muslim Coalition of Connecticut
Organized Parents Make a Difference 
Riverwood Poetry
 

Smithsonian Magazine
South Marshall Street Coalition
Tauck Tours
UCONN School of Law
University of Saint Joseph
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
YWCA Hartford Region

Colleague Education
American Alliance of Museums
American Association of State and Local History
 

American Literature Association
Amistad Center for Art and Culture
CT Humanities
Harriet Tubman National Historic Park
Mass Humanities
Mystic Seaport
New England Museum Association
Noah Webster House
Pearl S. Buck House
Thomas Cole Historic Site

PRIZE

SALONS

726 gave Stevenson a standing ovation at A Conversation  
with Bryan Stevenson, moderated by public radio executive  
John Dankosky.

Students and activists connected 
with community organizations at 
the Action Fair.

Launched in 2011, the Stowe Prize recognizes a U.S. author whose 
written work has made a tangible impact on a social justice issue 
critical to contemporary society.

Bryan Stevenson, attorney, author and founder of the Equal Justice 
Initiative, accepted the Stowe Prize for his memoir, Just Mercy: A 
Story of Justice and Redemption.

1,430 shared thoughts on contemporary social justice 
matters including Challenges Facing Undocumented 
Students, Unfiltered Conversation on Race, Mass 
Incarceration, and Islamophobia.

Legacy  
Presenting  
Sponsor

Tours & Outreach
25,226 from 50 states, 17 countries, 
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico 
participated in conversational Stowe 
House tours or outreach programs 
connecting 19th century issues to those 
of today. 

Education
7,100 students and adults learned how 
to make a difference and create positive 
change in K-12 and college programs, 
workshops and seminars. 

Books & Authors
159 discussed contemporary social 
justice titles including events with 
authors Brent D. Glass, Teja Arboleda 
and Manisha Sinha.

Public Events
2,100 participated in community 
events including Martin Luther King 
Day and Stowe’s Birthday open houses.

Films 
971 viewed and discussed films 
including I Am Not Your Negro, 
Moonlight and 13th: From Slave to 
Criminal with One Amendment.

Beginning 2018, the Stowe 
Prize and Student Stowe Prize 
will be awarded annually.

Nearly 300 enjoyed the 7th annual  
Big Tent Jubilee, supporting education  
programs for children and adults.

2017 STOWE PRIZE DAY 

STOWE

AT STOWE

“I attend a lot of non-profit  
(fundraisers) -- this is by far  
the most substantive.”  

“(The Stowe Center) does great work 
realizing its mission through these 
Salons. Very relevant!”

“The best speaker in a long line  
of excellent award winners.” 

“Just wow! This tour was fantastic.”


